COLLEGIATE 32 - 8 BIRCHFIELD - LANCS PLATE FINAL AT SEDGLEY PARK

For the second successive season silverware has been won by our ever improving 1st XV and they did so this season in emphatic style.

The opening 20 minutes were obviously quite nervous as both sides tested each other out, but the deadlock was broken when a concerted period of forward retention saw Mark Lucass bundle over.

From here the 1st XV took a foot hold in the game and snubbed out all efforts of Birchfield and threatened consistently with ball in hand. With the Widnes side trying to create an overlap, Ryszard Chadwick ceased the opportunity to intercept out wide and sprinted the 50 metres to go in unopposed.

7 minutes later Rys was at it again as he was released on the right flank. He outpaced the covering centre and disposed of his opposite number with a thumping hand off to take the Blue Boys (wearing Red and Yellow) 15-0 up.

Birchfield managed to get themselves on the board with a penalty 3 minutes from half-time, but this was soon out done as a sweeping back line move saw Ryszard Chadwick come off his wing to the outside centre position and gave to full back Nick Saunders who glided untouched over the line. 20-3 at half-time.

The second half resumed in the same fashion when Rob Connolly scored the first of his 2 tries which Nick converted and on 55 minutes the game was put out of Birchfield's reach when Bert saw off 3 covering defenders to notch the 6th try of the day.

The last 25 minutes became quite farcical as the referee seemed to take a dislike to the 1st XV despite their clear domination and consistently awarded more than debatable penalties to Birchfield, some of which even baffled their travelling supporters.

With an incredible penalty count of in excess of 20 to nil against the 1st XV it was inevitable that someone would be sent to the sidelines and the unfortunate victim was Rys Chadwick. No matter though as even with a man defecit the defensive efforts were tremendous. Birchfield were rewarded for their continuing efforts and scored a try with the last play of the day. 

As the final whistle went to wild celebrations it struck home that it was 21 years to almost the day that the club had last lifted this trophy and skipper Hywel James and Head Coach Tom Langford took great delight in putting that right.

What a fantastic end to another superb season and just reward for all the efforts put it at all levels of the club. 

COLLEGIATE 32 - 23 DIDSBURY TOC H

On a glorious St. George's Day the 1st XV reached the Lancashire Plate final for the first time in just over 20 years, however, as always they did it the difficult way and giving all spectators a few heart flutters, as we were in the ascendency for the majority of proceedings but allowed Didsbury to keep chipping away at us.

As early as 4 minutes Will Readdie was set free on halfway and showed a clean pair of heels to waltz around 3 covering defenders to score in the corner. But this was short lived as the restart was not gathered and Didsbury, from the resulting scrum, forced their way over the line and convert to take the lead with only 8 minutes gone.

On 11 and 16 minutes Nick Saunders slotted 2 penalties, but these were also quickly snubbed out as the home scrum half responded exactly on 24 and 31 to regain a 13-11 lead.

With half-time rapidly approaching Rob Connolly crashed through Didsbury's stern defence and carried 3 defenders over the line. To most spectators and players it seemed that the defence had done enough to dislodge the ball from Bert's grasp before he grounded, however, the referee deemed it to be a good score much to the dislike of the Manchester side's support and delight of all Collegiate followers. Nick converted to the sound of the half-time whistle.

Within 5 minutes of the game resuming Didsbury's elusive left winger then claimed another try out wide, which he also seemed to drop but the referee, struggling with a hamstring problem, also allowed. Fair is fair we believe!!! The referee at this stage had to be replaced with the score at 18-18 and 34 minutes remaining and the game totally in the balance.

It took another 24 minutes of attritional play before Ryszard Chadwick was set free on the left wing following excellent hands from the backs. Rys then showed his true speed to outpace the covering winger and full back with ease. Nick slotted the conversion superbly. 25-18 up with 11 minutes to go and the nails were well and truly being chewed.

Didsbury never gave up and were duly rewarded for their efforts as their strong running full back, who had caused problems all day, carried over several blue defenders to ground. Fortunately the conversion was missed. 25-23 up and 5 to go!!!

With time almost up the 1st XV were awarded a scrum on Didsbury's 22. Number 8 Will Readdie picked up, popped to replacement scrum half Danny Oliver who cleverly grubbered towards the try line. With defenders retreating Joe Callaghan-Adnams managed to outpace them all, regather and score the all important try. Again, Nick converted brilliantly from the touchline.

This was a well deserved victory and sees the 1st XV take on Birchfield in the final to be held at Sedgley Park on Monday 2 May. Kick off time is 12.00. We plan to take a bus which all spectators are welcome to join us on, at a minimal cost as possible. We aim to leave by 9.45. 

Let's finish this season in style.

COLLEGIATE 17 - 48 SALE

Arriving at Heywood Road for the 2nd time this year due to Sale's kind offer to host the game due to the unavailability of ours it was immediately noticed that the side warming up was not that which faced us for the first game of the season.

The Sale officials were not covert in their explanation that the side had been procured to ensure they stayed in Division 1 for next season. The quality on show was very apparent as they were 22-0 up after 20 minutes and the 1st XV had hardly touched the ball.

As half-time creeped closer and the journey out of our legs the forwards began to dominate and camped in Sale's 22. We were duly awarded for the efforts as we managed to grab 2 tries via Dave Proctor and Chris Austin, one converted by Lloydy to go in only 10 points down.

Any dreams of making a dramatic comeback were quickly dashed as Sale scored 2 tries within 10 mins of the restart. This didn't dampen our spirits at all as the 1st XV strove to get back into the affair and Andy Woolfenden gained his first 1st XV try.

This was the last foray over Sale's line though as they finished strongly with a further 2 converted tries to confirm their safety in the League with a 48-17 victory. 

Special thanks go to Sale for hosting the match plus also to Ross Smith for playing the game despite getting married the day before. That is commitment for you!!!

COLLEGIATE 15 - 15 VAGABONDS

This game was the proverbially match of two halves as Vagabonds forwards had the upper hand whilst the 1st XV backs had the cutting edge in the Isle of Man.

The game to and frowed all match with Vagabonds taking the lead after 13 minutes with Rob Connolly standing his opposite winger up and grounding in the corner 8 minutes later. As half-time approached Vags took the advantage with a penalty and converted try to go in 15-5 up at the break. 

The second half saw the pendulum swing in the Blue Boys favour, as straight from the restart we were awarded a penalty which Nick Saunders slotted.

On 57 minutes Rob Connolly scored one of the tries of the season, as a turn over in our 22 saw the rapid backs released and let Rob free from 60 metres out. He again saw off his opposite number with ease and rounded the covering full back and corner flagging right winger to cross under the posts, which Nick converted.

Vags managed to hit the woodwork 3 times from penalties and the 1st XV also bombed a couple of try scoring chances in the last 20 minutes, but all in all the result was fair on the day. 

COLLEGIATE 13 - 20 ORMSKIRK

Up until this match Ormskirk had only won 6 league games in this campaign and came desperately needing a win to stave of potential relegation threat. They did this and were the side who wanted it more and thoroughly deserved victory.

Collegiate's chances were not helped as yet again we paid dearly for indiscipline and had 2 players sin binned before half time plus gave needless penalties away in our own half. Ormskirk's kicker, full back Whalley made the most of the indiscretions kicking 5 out of 6, all of which were penalties.

There were passages of really good play, retention and attacking from the Blue Boys but it just seemed it wasn't going to be our day with final passes just not sticking and great try line defence from Ormskirk.

This was a disppointing result, but should be food for thought with 2 league games remaining against tough opposition Vagabonds and a resurgent Sale. These games need to be won if we are to remain in the top half of the league, as surrounding sides have games in hand on us. 

Try scorers on the day were Hywel James and Man of the Match Phil Brown who continues to make huge impacts on every game he plays. Lloydy also kicked a penalty.

COLLEGIATE 38 - 10 OSWESTRY

This was a much awaited return to form, as the 1st XV brushed aside a tireless Oswestry side within the first 50 minutes and obtained a bonus point for their efforts. 

We managed 6 tries on the day and most were worked from distance and going through many sets of hands. The first of which came on 12 minutes when the club's top try scorer Ross Smith lifted his tally to 12 after being set free 20 yards out to finish.

Skipper Hywel James secured a brace of tries on 19 and 39 minutes the second coming from a very cleverly worked line out manoeuvre and go in 19-0 up at half-time.

The second half continued in the same fashion with Chris Lloyd intercepting on half way and showed good pace to score under the posts. He also kicked 4 conversions, as he approaches the 200 point mark for the season. Other tries came from Phil Brown and Pete Nelson 

Oswestry showed fighting spirit and managed 2 consolation tries of their own on 57 and 62 minutes, the second coming from their Inside Centre 'Soapy' who was magnificent.

Collegiate's Man of the Match performance came from Dave Wareing who was immense all day long. This result and others mean that we have again regained 5th place in Division 1 with 3 games remaining and we need more of the same if we want to retain this position ahead of Ashton on Mersey. 

COLLEGIATE 16 - 21 HOYLAKE

Hoylake repaid the compliment of snatching the points away from the more dominant side in this fixture as the 1st XV only came away with a losing bonus point.

This was a much more eye pleasing performance than the week before, but ended very disappointingly. Collegiate had the lion's share of possession and territory plus made the better start to the game and grabbed the first score via Phil Brown from a lovely line out move from 10 metres out.

On 23 minutes and having been given a free kick for an early Hoylake engagement skipper Hywel James tapped and passed to Chris Lloyd to clear, however, the Hoylake 10 McLoughlin was very alert to this and charged the kick down to re-gather and ground, this was converted. Chris Lloyd regained the lead 3 minutes later from a penalty.

After 20 minutes a major re-shuffle was required as stand off Tom Nelson was forced to leave the field following an awkward collision that caused some nasty knee ligament damage. We wish him a quick recovery. 

From a defensive scrummage 5 metres from our own line the ball was won cleanly and replacement scrum half Matt Wickham fully in control, the Hoylake scrum half sneakily slapped the ball out of Matt's hands onto the post protector and the ball was dived on over the line. The referee was the only person in the ground not to see this and surprsingly gave the try and not the deliberate knock on, much to the discontent of the Aigburth contingent. 

As half-time approached and playing with a man advantage, due to a sin-binning, Hoylake scored the try of the match with a quick and clinical backs move that sent their full back in untouched, also to be converted.

The second half was all Collegiate but they were only able to muster a try on 59 minutes from Rob Connolly and a Lloydy penalty on 67 minutes. With time running out and having been camped in the Hoylake half for what seemed an eternity the 1st XV threw everything they had at the visitors trying to sneak another win, but this time the clock just wasn't enough.

With Ashton beating Winnington Park the Blues slipped to 6th place following this 3rd successive defeat and will want to remedy this next Saturday against an Oswestry side desperate to avoid relegation, so no doubt another tough affair awaits us. 

COLLEGIATE 3 - 43 GLOSSOP

As you can imagine with the scoreline detailed there isn't a great deal to report apart from 'well played Glossop'.

The 1st XV were never in the races on the day and were 17-0 down after 10 minutes without really touching the ball apart from restarts. A solitary penalty from Lloydy on 12 minutes would the only reward all day.

The turnover count was far too high on the day and the Derbyshire side took advantage as they scored tries with alarming regularity, crossing 7 times on the day.

Apologies for the shortness of this report but really there is not a lot more that can be said, other than, we need to seriously begin improving if we want to keep a winning record for the season and remain in the top half, as the teams currently below us have upped their game and are winning some matches unexpectedly.

On a final note, our sincere thanks go out to Glossop, who were very gracious in victory but primarily to their President Dave Oldham who made all the lads feel extremely welcome and gave us food for thought on how to run social events in the future at LCC. 

COLLEGIATE 9 - 17 WIGAN

With 7 players unavailable from last week's winning side, due to Ross Smith's stag do this was a superb opportunity for some fringe players to make their mark in the 1st XV.

From the outset it was apparent that the gusty conditions and boggy pitch were to have a huge impact on the day's proceedings. This did not prevent both sides from trying to play some enterprising rugby although did thwart a lot of attempts to do so.

Wigan arrived on the back of 2 defeats and were keen to remedy this and began in good fashion despite going behind to a Chris Lloyd 4th minute penalty. The visitors had the better of the 1st half and scored 2 very good tries, both converted by the stand-off Whittle who kicked expertly all day. 

The 1st XV went in 14-3 down at half-time, but came out of the blocks from the restart and really went at Wigan but just did not have the killer instinct in the final quarter and we only rewarded via 2 more Lloydy penalties on 47 and 69 minutes.

In the last 5 minutes or so Wigan showed their league experience by retaining possession in our 22. The 1st XV defended excellently and held up Wigan drives over the line on 3 occasions. As time ran down and it seemed the game was gone the only positive was the fact that a losing bonus point was coming our way.

However, this was stripped from the 1st XV when an inexplicable penalty was given on halfway, but 2 lots of back chat saw the mark marched 20 metres back, right in front of the posts giving Whittle his final chance with the boot, which he gleefully took. 

Although defeated there were certainly positives to be taken from the game, especially the tenancity of MOM Chris Austin and the fact that a major re-shuffle can be made and we can be very competitive against experienced sides. 

COLLEGIATE 35 - 20 BOWDON

This was a bonus point win for the 1st XV but it was not a brilliant performance by any stretch of the imagination, although effective on the day.

From the outset it was clear that Bowdon wanted to use their big pack to maintain possession whilst the Blues were more inclined to give our pacy backs the ball and this was how the game panned out.

After a fifth minute penalty from Chris Lloyd, Bowdon were awarded a line out five metres out and executed an superb catch and drive to push over for the first try of the day. This sparked the 1st XV into life as within 6 minutes they had scored 2 tries.

These both came via top try scorer Ross Smith with the second being brilliantly finished from 30 yards out and leaving his opposing winger and full back for dead. Bowdon quickly responded with some concerted pressure and retention and were rewarded when their scrum half showed good strength to ground under the posts. Fortunately the conversion was sliced wide.

On 32 minutes with the 1st XV on the back foot they forced a turnover and Rob Connolly picked up in his own 22 and made a snaking run through numerous defenders. Rob off loaded at Bowdon's 22 but showed a great work rate to loop around and receive the ball back and finish in the corner. As half-time approached skipper Hywel James was given his 'mandatory' 10 minute reprieve and Bowdon kicked the penalty to go in only 5 points behind the Aigburth side. 

The second half was a much better display as Lloydy slotted a penalty within 60 seconds of the restart from 40 metres. Collegiate dominated proceedings for most of the half but some careless handling and sloppy discipline prevented the scoreline from being extended until the 55th minute when Rob Connolly was put in for his second try and Lloydy converted.

Bert's hat trick came on 74 minutes when Lloydy swept up a loose ball and charged 60 yards down field, drew in the full back and gave Rob the easy run in under the posts, which again Lloydy slotted the 2 pointer.

Bowdon didn't lie down and had the last laugh on the day with a minute remaining when their big prop crashed over in the left hand corner and their right winger converted from wide out.

As said this was a bonus point win that keeps the pressure on Tyldesley and Winnington Park and we require more of the same next week as we welcome Wigan, but will need more precision and patience when in possession. 

COLLEGIATE 28 - 21 ORMSKIRK

Following last weeks improved performance against the unbeaten league leaders, Collegiate travelled to Ormskirk in confident mood aiming to build on that performance. With only twenty seconds on the clock, the Ormskirk 7 ran in unopposed under the Collegiate posts it was evident to the travelling support that the boys in blue had not brought last weeks form with them. A succession of cheap penalties combined with the accuracy of the Ormskirk 10 meant Collegiate were soon 13 - 0 behind. 

A rare foray into the Ormskirk 22 brought a series of penalties, which finally resulted in Collegiate opting for goal and Lloyd doing the honours. Almost immediately another penalty was conceded on half way and the Ormskirk 10 once again punished this indiscretion. The only positive in the first half was the Collegiate scrum which caused Ormskirk problems all day, and it was from an Ormskirk put in, pressure from the Scrum half Matt Wickham, that Chris Lloyd turned over the Ormskirk 8 and was bundled over the line. Half time 16 - 8.

The riot act was read by Tom at half time, causing the starting 15 to buck their ideas up and start doing the basics better. The wide pitch should have been an advantage in the first half and Collegiate started to use it to their benefit in the second half. The front 5 continued to pressurise their opposite numbers resulting in good field position. 

This allowed Matt Wickham to cross from close range following a series of rucks, as the forwards managed to retain possession for the first time in the game. 16 - 13. Opportunities were wasted in the Ormskirk 22, notably from Adam Kilcourse, who celebrating his 21st B'day busted through the Ormskirk defence only to leave the ball behind. This allowed Ormskirk to move up field and through some intelligent handling on the referees blindside allowed their number 8 to cross the Collegiate whitewash. 21 - 11. 

From the kick off, Collegiate immediately set up camp in the Ormskirk 22. A cynical penalty from the Ormskirk 16 resulted in him going to the bin and Phil Brown crossing for his first try of the afternoon from a quick tap penalty. 

Lloyd converted. 21-20. The changes were rung bringing on Nick Saunders, who slotted his customary penalty from wide on the right as Lloydy laid injured in back play putting Collegiate ahead for the first time in the game. 21 -23. 

The fitness of Collegiate began to show and the pressure on the Ormskirk line resulted in Phil Brown crossing for his second of the day and 6th of the season. There was still time for Ormskirk to threaten the Collegiate line once more in an attempt to share the spoils but the positioning of Red Ross ensured Collegiate left with a win and a much needed bonus point.

This Saturday we welcome Bowdon to Riversdale Road and a much improved performance is required to avenge the pre Christmas defeat.

COLLEGIATE 10 - 25 ANSELMIANS

Although the scoreline shows a defeat against the unbeaten league leaders, away from home, it was far from a disappointing performance from the 1st XV as they really gave Anselmians a run for their money and gave them quite a few scares.

From the off and making the most of the terrible weather conditions the Blue Boys really went at the Saints and were unlucky not to take the early lead as the usually dependable Chris Lloyd had a rare off day with the boot and missed 2 early penalty chances following concerted pressure in the opposition half.

On 12 minutes Anselms were awarded a penalty 35 metres out, but this was a mere formality for ex-Ulster and Ireland international Simon Mason who slotted with ease against the gusting wind.

Until the half hour mark it was a war of attrition as both sides fought for dominance. It was the 1st XV who were rewarded for their efforts following an steepling Up and Under from Lloydy was not gathered by the home full back and returning full back Tom Phipps fly-hacked the loose ball to ground and allow Lloydy to convert. 

This stunned Anselms and they stepped up the pressure and after numerous penalty concessions by Collegiate, skipper Hywel James was binned for the persistent team offences. During this 10 minute 'sabbatical' the home side scored 2 tries, both 2 minutes either side of half-time and were 15-7 ahead.

Although chasing the game the 1st XV never let their heads drop even though another Anselms penalty was made by Mason. Playing up the hill and against the conditions Collegiate threw everything they had at the opposition and managed another penalty from Lloydy.

With the final 8 minutes due to be frantic it was unfortunately the home side who secured the points via a smartly taken tap penalty from the replacement scrum half who cleared the line from 5 metres out. Mason converted.

As previously stated although this was a loss and all involved were disappointed not to take something from this game, there were definitely a lot of positives to be taken from the match. Especially as Anselmians had averaged 45 points per match this season and had not failed to gain a bonus point in a home game until today, but more than that they were really made to graft for this victory and were very complimentary about the 1st XV as a whole. 

Coach Tom Langford has to be very proud of his lads' efforts. Next week sees us travel to Ormskirk in what will no doubt be another tough test, but we should be carrying a lot of confidence following this performance. 

COLLEGIATE 17 - 50 WINNINGTON PARK

Late cry offs, bad injuries and structural re-shuffles did nothing to help the 1st XV as they fell to their heaviest defeat in several years.

But these factors could not fully detract from the excellent performance given by Winnington Park who after 32 minutes had already secured the points by being 29-0 ahead with 3 of the tries coming from Park's superb Number 8 Stubbs.

This momentum was helped somewhat by an early enforced change as James Widnall was badly hurt in a tackle in which he received a hefty whack on the head, meaning a visit to Crewe General. Fortunately, Jizzy was released from hospital on the same night with a thumping headache and we wish him a quick recovery.

As half-time approached the 1st XV did begin to get some impotus and we rewarded for their endeavours with a try from Al Rogers. From the half-time restart Man of the Match Phil Brown made one of many bullocking runs to release skipper Hywel James to within 5 metres, who cleverly popped the ball back to Browny to set up a ruck.

From the breakdown debut scrum half Matt Wickham released the back line to put in another new boy Owen Sanderson to score his first try for the club. Any hopes of a Lazarus like comeback were quickly quashed as within minutes as the scrum half Cross grounded from yet another line out victory for the home side. On the hour mark some tired defence following more very clinical mauling from Park let the Number 8 Stubbs loose to gain his 4th try on the day.

In fairness the 1st XV never succumbed to the scoreboard and continued to strive to gain something from the game. Their 3rd try came via some good fringe play sending Rich Abbotts over, which Lloydy converted.

Whilst trying to secure a losing bonus point and being a bit too flamboyant the 1st XV lost possession in their own 22 and Winnington were able to get their 7th try of the day via hooker May. The stand off, Elliott, who kicked well all day slotted his sixth conversion and take Park passed the half century mark as the final whistle was blown.

There needs to be some quiet reflection and hard work on the training pitch if we want to reverse the result against Wigan, earlier in the season, next weekend at LCC, who are on the back of 3 consecutive wins and carrying decent form. 

COLLEGIATE 6 - 19 WIDNES

Although, as with all defeats, this was disappointing it was by far from being a bad performance as the 1st XV really made 2nd placed Widnes graft a lot harder than they wanted to, in order to get the points.

The first half was very well matched indeed with both sides showing defensive skills of the highest quality as there we no breaches whatsoever from either side as they traded penalties between Nick Saunders from 40 metres out and the Wids left winger. On the 20 minute mark the visiting kicker edged Wids in front by 3-6. 

Both packs really tested each other throughout and there was very little difference on the day. On 28 minutes the Widnes second row was sin binned for persistent offences, but during his 10 minute enforced rest Collegiate were unable to take advantage of the man difference, as again penalties were traded. Nick's was from 48 metres out and cleared with room to spare. 6-9 at half-time.

The second half was a bit of an anti-climax as both sides made a lot of errors and conceded a large number of penalties in their efforts to gain the upper hand. Widnes managed to do so after 53 minutes when from one of their small proportion of line out wins set up an effective driving maul and the scrum half showed good strength to ground next to the posts, which was converted and took the lead out to 10 points.

The 1st XV showed real determination to get themselves back into the match and gave Widnes a few headaches with their persistence, but the visiting team showed why they have conceded the least points in the league with superbly stout defence, despite concerted pressure from the Blue Boys.

Widnes got the last say of the day with a penalty on full-time. There were a lot of positives to be taken to Winnington Park next week and although the lads with be disappointed they should hold their heads high, as they never gave up throughout.

There were solid performances from Phil Brown and Joe Callaghan-Adnams in the pack, but Man of the Match went to scrum-half Danny Oliver who showed experience beyond his years and was threatening all day long.

COLLEGIATE 18 - 13 ASHTON ON MERSEY

Following the 80 minutes this final result was somewhat of a shock, especially for those on the sidelines and particularly people supporting the Ashton as a below par performance was still enough for the 1st XV to take the points.

There can be no doubting the squads commitment and tenacity throughout, as for the 3rd time this season the Blue Men had to compete with a man short for 20 minutes, due to 2 sin binnings.

The match started with both sides testing each other out for the first 20 minutes or so but it was the execution of opportunities that was to be the difference on the day. On 19 minutes the ball was won by our forwards via an attempted quick Ashton lineout and the back line were released.

From here full back Ed Ledsam was giving the ball 10 yards out and showed a great step and pace to get to within a yard where he stretched out and admittedly failed to ground the ball, but the referee, to the surprise of the players and spectators, awarded the try.

6 minutes later a clean line out ball allowed our pacey back line to obtain one of their only good possessions of the day and put Chris Lloyd outside his man, make good ground, draw the full back and put Ross Smith in at the corner.

During the same 25 minute period Ashton missed 4 penalty kicks and despite a domination of territory and possession did not trouble the scoreboard until 2 minutes before half time with a penalty. Half-time couldn't come quick enough for the 1st XV as they were on the back foot and a warning from the referee for persistent offences.

The second half started really badly for Collegiate as Ed Ledsam was sin binned for not releasing on the 5 metre line although there were 3 Ashton players lying on top of him preventing him from getting to his feet. The 1st XV did manage to survive this 10 minute period without any further concessions, but not without several scares and fantastic defensive efforts.

Ashton were awarded for their pressure with their second penalty of the day on 58 minutes, but things were to get worse for the Aigburth men when Pete Nelson was sin-binned for preventing a quick tap penalty following us being penalised for the exact same offence that Ashton managed to get Ed sin binned for 20 minutes earlier, much to the frustration of all involved.

This time Collegiate were unable to prevent a rampaging Ashton pack from scoring a try, as the Number 8 crossed following an effective catch and drive from 10 metres out. This was superbly converted by the stand off from wide out to draw the scores level.

At this point most impartial observers would have said 2 points for the draw would have been the least Ashton deserved for their exertions, but as they strived to win the game sub Danny Oliver intercepted a pass from Ashton's replacement scrum half and sprinted 50 metres.

Realising he did not quite have the pace to finish off he slowed up, drew the full back and gave the ball to James Widnall who showed fleet of foot to be tackled 3 yards short, but his momentum carried him over to regain the lead completely against the run of play. According to most watches time was over 2-3 minutes before the conversion attempt was missed, but the referee saw otherwise and gave Ashton one last chance from the restart, which they regained. 

Despite a little bit of panic, when attempting to regain possession the 1st XV did finally manage to put the ball dead and hear the final whistle. There was a rather muted atmosphere after the game as the lads realisation that they had escaped with the points sunk in and only more clinical finishing was the difference on the day.

However, effort and drive could not be questioned from the boys and following the Christmas break this certainly is a welcome victory although you cannot help but feel a little bit of sympathy for Ashton, but only a little.

COLLEGIATE 20 - 0 TYLDESLEY

Without doubt the best performance of the season to date, as the 1st XV played good, sensible and most importantly effective rugby.

From the outset we set our stall out and showed true intent to use the width of the pitch to bring into play a pacey back three of Chris Lloyd, Ross Smith and Dom Laverty and run a big Tyldesley side around.

For the first 20 minutes both sides tested each other out and showed resolute defence and negated each others efforts. The 1st XV defensive line worked very hard to snub out the threat of the Tyldesley 12 who at Aigburth proved their key play maker and on the day they did this to excellent effect.

On 23 minutes the pack superbly turned over ball just outside the Tyldesley 22 and released the back line to go through hands to Rich Abbotts who drew in the last man to put in the club's top try scorer Ross Smith for his 8th of the season. Lloydy slotted the conversion and we deservedly held a 7-0 lead which was held until half-time with both teams not really threatening.

The second half was a completely different matter as the 1st XV stepped up the pressure and pace from the restart and were rewarded just a minute in with a penalty 25 metres out, which Lloydy happily accepted and kicked. 

Tyldesley were not going to take this lightly and changed their tactics realising that they could not bash their way through our defensive line nor outpace us out wide, so resorted to tight, rumbling phase play that proved very effective, but didn't really conjure any rewards apart from possession stats.

Again, for another 20 minutes both sides were at a stalemate as they each gained good territory but conceded penalties in good areas, which were all cleared. The 1st XV were able to extend the lead to 13-0, as the home side's back row were 'pinged' for another ruck infringement in their own half and Lloyd did the damage again. 

In the last 15 minutes Tyldesley did have the upper hand in regards to possession, but just did not seem to have that cutting edge to penetrate our solid line, even with Stew Langford sporting a broken hand...Is he the unluckiest player you know? Hope it heals quickly mate.

Due to this the home side were running everything and from a cheeky chip ahead from the full-back our left winger Dom Laverty made a fanastic one handed pick and charged 60 metres down field. The pack were there quickly in numbers and drew in more defenders but got quick ball, which was popped to Rich Abbotts to crash over, secure the points and condemn Tyldesley to their first home defeat of the season. Lloydy maintained his 100% record on the day with the conversion.

Despite the absence of the much missed coach Tom Langford due to illness the whole squad showed how much they have matured as a unit this season. Discipline was excellent with a much reduced penalty count and there was no negativity on the day. All in all a fine performance.

Special mentions go to Rob Connolly, Adam Kilcourse and Stew Langford (played for 20 mins with a bust hand) for stout defence and great distribution plus Peter Nelson and Will Readdie for their dynamism in the loose and from scrums that kept us on the front foot all day. 

COLLEGIATE 15 - 10 VAGABONDS

This match was re-arranged (by the League) to be played at Burnage RUFC using their amazing 3G artificial grass pitch to prevent the loss of Vagabond's flight costs. All seemed to be going to plan until a 10.00 phone call informed us that their flight was not to leave on time and had put a spanner in the workers.

Fortunately, the did leave the island and we able to have a 2.40 kick off with the second half being played under the lights.

Vagabonds, despite the disruption they faced all day, started in aggressive fashion and this was evidenced when the Letter A??? was sin binned for needlessly stamping on Rob Smith after just 7 minutes. The 1st XV could only muster a Chris Lloyd penalty during the period of a player advantage.

For a period of 10 minutes or so Vagabonds used they well drilled pack to good effect to retain possession in phase play, but could not breach defences. Whilst the Blue Boys looked to make the most of the firm surface and run the IOM side around, but again failed to progress the scoreboard.

After 23 minutes from a scrummage on half way the Vags scrum half picked up and went blind and switched to the right winger who showed some real pace to leave our defence for dead and score under the posts, which the scrum half converted. The 10-3 reverse was the scoreline at half-time.

From the restart Collegiate showed their steely resolve as they quickened the pace and on 44 and 48 minutes were rewarded with a further 2 penalties from Lloydy. As darkness drew in and for the next 20 minutes both sides really battled hard for supremacy and there were several missed penalty kicks and drop goal attempts by Vags.

With 10 minutes remaining the 1st XV were given a life line for another handling in the ruck offence and Lloydy calmly stepped up and slotted from 40 metres on the angle to take the slenderest of leads.

There were some nerves as the final whistle approached with possession being given back to the 'visitors' in dangerous areas. Again, they were not able to capitalise as the stand off's 2nd drop goal attempt dropped short and the 1st XV could clear their ranks.

With 2 minutes remaining and following a good line out win we drove the ball forward and towards the posts. Lloydy stepped into the pocket and was fed good ball from Dave Proctor and thumped a drop goal attempt from 40 metres that tantalisingly scraped over to extend the lead to 5 points with the restart and seconds remaining in time.

From the kick off we retained the ball for what seemed like an eternity asking the referee 'Is it time, sir? Is it time, sir?' and from a penalty conceded by the Vags the ball was kicked deep into the darkness followed by the whistle.

Excellent performances from Phil Brown, Pete Nelson, Chris 'Tiffa' McCartney amongst others, but it was Lloydy with his 15 point haul that was awarded the MOM.

On a foot note, our sincerest thanks go out to Andy Green and his Burnage staff for their efforts in clearing the pitch and making the game playable, but also for hospitality and organisation on the day. The 3G pitch is the real deal and truly amazed everyone involved with it's quality. 

COLLEGIATE 15 - 11 HOYLAKE

Apologies for the late and short report - Internet access problems!!!

For 47 minutes of this match there was only one side in the equation as Hoylake dominated all facets of the game but due to poor decision making and execution they were, fortunately, unable to extend on the 11 point lead they deservedly held. These were obtained via a try and 2 penalties. 

With the window still open the opportunity was taken by the 1st XV as they rallied and grabbed 15 unanswered points via Ross Smith 2 tries and a Chris Lloyd penalty and conversion. Although this wasn't a game that should be added to the Collegiate classic matches' show reel it was a vital away victory. 

Dominic Laverty, in only his second ever 1st XV match, had an absolute blinder and was awarded the Man of the Match.

Much improvement is needed when the 1st XV travel to Ormskirk next weekend, but on a positive note it is always a very good sign when a side seriously underperforms but still come away with the points allowing us to move back into the top half of the table. 

COLLEGIATE 32 - 16 GLOSSOP

Following the week before's nail biting match to reach the semi-final of the Lancashire Plate the 1st XV wanted to regain the form that saw them start the season so well but had evaded them for the last month or so. The visit of Glossop was definitely a game, on paper, that by all accounts should have been one we could obtain all the points, but as this league has shown there are no easy games whatsoever. 

For the first 8 minutes of the match the 1st XV literally did not touch the ball as the Derbyshire side showed their intent on the day and gave a masterclass in retention resulting in an extremely well deserved penalty that was kicked.

Following the restart and finally gaining some possession Collegiate did the opposite and failed to build up phases and some careless offloading and handling in the tackle allowed Glossop to clear their lines on a few occasions. On the 16 minute mark the home side did manage to get on the board via a penalty kick from Chris Lloyd due to one of many ruck infringements that would cost the visitors dearly later in the match.

For another 10 minutes both sides tested each other in all areas, but again a Glossop penalty concession kicked deep into their 22 led to a Blue line out. From here the ball was secured cleanly and fed to the peeling Mark Pledger who looked somewhat shellshocked as the defensive line was non-existent and he galloped unopposed down the short side and grounded for Lloydy to convert.

For the last 10 minutes of the half Glossop really took the game to us and were rewarded for their efforts with 2 penalties, the last bang on the the whistle for the break.

The second half proved much more productive for the 1st XV and after another 10 minutes of attrition a key point in proceedings occurred as the Glossop prop (who was excellent all day long) was sin binned for persistent breakdown offences. This was swiftly followed by their right winger also being given a rest for a further offence in the red zone. For the next 7 minutes Glossop were down to 13 men.

This disparity was gleefully accepted by the 1st XV as they were able to get a foot hold in the scrums for the first time and Will Readdie made a superb break to beat off 4 defenders and run in from 40 metres to ground. This was quickly followed up with another from a Number 8 pick up from Readdie fed to scrum half Dave Proctor who drew in 2 defenders to put Ross Smith in at the corner. Both were unconverted. 

Even when the balance was restored, the damage had been done as the Glossop pack were labouring and gaps were appearing regularly. This resulted in another great move down the left flank and some lovely interpassing and support gave Proctor his 3rd try of the season. 

Fair play to the travelling side as they rallied from the restart and created space out wide to put in the left winger who had been dangerous and strong all day long.

The next 5 minutes seemed to last an eternity due to a plethora of injuries, but this didn't deter the 1st XV from gaining the last word as sub back rower Phil Brown's bullocking run took him over the line with the 3 defenders attached to him to cross. Lloydy managed to convert and the London based referee blew for time.

Simple summary - Average 1st half, excellent 2nd half and we need to achieve the standards of the last 40 over 80 minutes to maintain our momentum starting with our trip to Hoylake next week. 

COLLEGIATE 20 - 19 SOUTHPORT

Travelling to Southport by minibus was a moment to reflect on seasons past. How Collegiate used to turn up half an hour before kick off and run out just before kick off. Sadly this was case on Saturday which allowed Southport to start the match very much on the front foot. 

The Collegiate line was under siege for the first ten minutes but unlike in previous weeks the line remained unbroken and it was Collegiate who scored on their first attack. Ross Smith outpaced his opposite number to score in the corner. 

A second try was scored shortly after by Nathan Mainey in the opposite corner to make it 10 - 0 to Collegiate. 

This gave life to Southport who through several successive penalties had a line out from 5 meters out. From the line out the Southport 8 crashed over in the corner but was unable to convert his own try. A penalty was soon added making it 10 - 8 before Lloydy found his range to re-establish a 5 point margin.

Again Southport pressed and capitalised on mistakes and infringements by Collegiate and had Collegiate pinned in their own half. On a rare turnover the ball found its way into Pete Nelsons’ hands who chose to put boot to ball. The ball flew over the head of the Southport full back turning him allowing Peter to catch him and force a 5 metre scrum. From the powerful platform provided by the tight 5 Will Readdie was able to put Ross in for his second try with his head just about remaining on his shoulders much to Mr Smiths’ delight! Lloydy converted to make it 20 -8 at half time.

The second half was a bit of a non event for the 1st XV as they were neutralised out of the game through their own and others decisions. Collegiate rarely got out of their own half in the second half and Southport slowly whittled down the Collegiate lead. With 5 minutes to go they scored their second try which caused more than a few butterflies in the stomachs of the travelling support. 

The lead was held to the final whistle to give Collegiate a 20 -19 victory and a place in the plate Semi final and ensured the team and travelling supporters enjoyed their train journey home. 

The Semi-Final is against Didsbury Toc H (who play in North Lancs/Cumbria) away, probably on Saturday 12th February. 

COLLEGIATE 20 - 30 BOWDON

Collegiate attacked from the kick off and was rewarded with a penalty which was uncharacteristically missed by Chris Lloyd. Bowdon did not show the same benevolence and kicked two penalties from Collegiate being offside in midfield. 

A Collegiate scrum on half way was turned over and from the resulting break made by the Bowdon 8 their left wing crashed over. This was not converted and meant the home side had an 11-0 lead. 

Collegiate realising they were in a game altered their game plan, taking it away from the Bowdon pack allowing their backs to run free. 

From one such attack Lloyd stood his opposite number up and then outpaced him on the outside. He duly converted from the touch line. Penalties were exchanged making the half time score 14 - 10 to the home side.

After a stern half time talk Collegiate came out with renewed energy and it wasn’t long before Will Readdie put Nathan Mainey in in the corner after a sustained period of pressure in the Bowdon 22. He had the presence of mind to get as close as he could to the sticks allowing Lloyd to add the conversion. Collegiate were ahead for the first time. A penalty was added and Collegiate were looking at a bonus point away win.

On 60 minutes the direction of the game was altered when the James was hit late when clearing his lines. The resulting injury caused a ten minute delay in the game as an ambulance was required. Collegiate required rearrangement of the back line following the injury meaning Will Readdie had to move to inside centre. 

Bowdon reacted better to this break in play and quickly hit back with a penalty from an indiscretion from the referees decision to restart the game with a scrum. Bowdon continued to pressurise and were awarded another penalty as the Collegiate captain was sent to the bin allowing the game to be tied at 20-20.

Bowdon scored in the left hand corner which was awarded by the referee despite being unsighted and behind play, but assured players that his first instinct was that the player had scored! The conversion was missed and Collegiate pressed forward to try and get the winning score. 

It was however Bowdon who got the final score, but not as their outside half intended as he lined up an attempted drop goal which never left the ground, spun wide and it was the Bowdon right winger who out paced the Collegiate winner to score in the corner. Final score 30 - 20.

We wish James a quick recovery and we the players know that a winnable game was lost through our collective indiscipline, something we will address this week at training.

COLLEGIATE 8 - 49 ANSELMIANS

Anselmians came to Liverpool Collegiate unbeaten and left unbeaten. The final score line suggests a dominance that those who watched the game and played in it would argue against. What was evident to all those was the clinical ability Anselmians back line brought to Riversdale Road and the dogged defence their pack showed in disrupting and delaying Collegiates’ ball.

The game kicked off and Anselmians were immediately on the front foot and it wasn’t long before they had crossed the whitewash. This gave Collegiate a kick up the proverbial they required and almost immediately posted a response through a Lloyd penalty following an Anslmians infringement. 

Collegiate were on the wrong side of another refereeing decision and were punished by the away team's outside half. To all those watching it became very evident that every time Anselmians came into the Collegiate half they came away with points, whilst all of Collegiates’ endeavour resulted in nothing and they soon started to chase the game playing into Anselmians’ hands. Half time 3 -28.

The second half stared in a similar manner and Anselmians’ were soon on the board, clinically converting their first foray into Collegiates’ 22 with a well worked try. Following this score Collegiate played their best rugby of the game. 

Collegiate spent the next 15 mins in the Saints 22. Two of the away team went to the bin along with one of the home team and still the Anselmians line held strong despite the mounting penalty count against them. Their line was finally broken out wide and Collegiate continued to chase the game with renewed resolve. 

Collegiate had several gilt edged chances to score but were unable to capitalise on these, whilst the Saints continued to show the clinical judgement of a seasoned assassin allowing them to score a further two converted tries.

Despite the score line Collegiate continued to play rugby throughout and made the league leader work hard for their well deserved victory.

COLLEGIATE 15 - 19 WIGAN

This was a match that the 1st XV could have won but in hindsight shouldn't have done, as they produced their most lacklustre performance of the season to date.

Preparations for the day started badly due to delays on the Expressway and in Wigan town centre that meant most players and officials didn't reach Douglas Valley until 2.15 leaving all involved minimal time to get set for what was to be a very hard fought affair.

From the kick off and the following 20 minutes the home side absolutely dominated proceedings with the 1st XV hardly getting a touch of the ball. In the 5th minute Wigan scored in the right hand corner although it was clearly apparent that the ball had been dropped, but this balanced out a disallowed try and minute earlier that should have been awarded so there could be no real complaints.

When the Blue Boys did actually get some possession and wake up they began to use the tactics that had been effective so far this year and were duly awarded a penalty 30 yards out which Chris Lloyd easily slotted. For another 14 minutes following this we were again put on the back foot as the Wigan 9 and 10 controlled matters and brought into play pacey runners to break the gain line, but the 1st XV defence was up to the task

On 34 minutes Peter Nelson won one of the cleaner line outs of the afternoon and gave scrum half Dave Proctor the chance to release our packs via Lloydy, who with dummy runners in place fixed the home bacls line and set full back Nick Saunders into space with a scything run only to be stopped 5 yards out, but he had the presence of mind to pop to the supporting Dave Angwin to crash over next to the posts and Lloydy converted and we took a 12-5 lead into half-time.

The second stanza started quite brightly for Collegiate but some poor retention in good areas gave Wigan the chance to use the huge pitch surface to release their back line and keep our back 3 extremely busy all day.

After 56 minutes Wigan secured good line out ball and put their right winger in with a simple but superbly executed inside pass from the 10, which he converted. The 1st XV responded immediately from the restart forcing a knock on. From the resulting scrum Number 8 Phil Brown picked up, gained 10 yards, drew in 3 defenders but cleverly offloaded to Dave Proctor who was in open space (although he initially didn't know it) and able to go in unopposed.

For the final 20 minutes Wigan threw all they had at us and some sterling defence and ball stealing prevented any scores, which was very much to the frustration of the home side, as Dave Angwin's head and face can evidence nicely following a vicious stamp that went unnoticed by the referee but not by the Collegiate following.

With 3 minutes to go the 1st XV were in possession and making good ground when centre Tom Phipps went into contact and was next writhing in agony grasping his knee. Unfortunately it appears that he may have had a reoccurrence of a previous cruciate injury and was unable to continue. We wish him a speedy recovery.

However, as all substitutes had been used so for the last 90 seconds we had to play with 14 men, which Wigan capitalised on. They won a scrum on half way and released their dangerous back line, which the full back joined and neatly chipped ahead for the right winger to ground with the last play of the day.

All in all a very disappointing day not helped by a loss with the last touch of the match, but in fairness Wigan were the better side and deserved the points. At least we did not come away empty handed as a bonus point was awarded, which could prove important later in the season.

Next week sees us welcome unbeaten league leaders Anselmians who will certainly be the toughest test of the season but I'm sure we will show steely resolve to recover from this defeat and come out of the blocks with all guns blazing. 

COLLEGIATE 24 - 15 WINNINGTON PARK

On a glorious day for running rugby the 1st XV got back to some good form against a very organised Winnington Park side.

The match was certainly split in two with the visitors clearly dominating the set plays, although with some questionable technique especially in the driving mauls from line outs, which the referee deemed legal and they used this hugely to their advantage resulting in both their tries. However, once the ball was in open play and in the loose there was only one team in it that being the Blue Boys (wearing change strip!!!)

The game started as so many this season with the 1st XV dominating possession and territory and deservedly gained a 3rd minute lead from a Chris Lloyd penalty. Another 10 minutes with the majority of field position allowed skipper Hywel James to crash over following some excellent retention and phase play. Lloyd converted this to take the lead to 10-0.

This lead was very short lived as Park's very well drilled line out saw them drive over from the 22, following a penalty, in an unstoppable surge for the Number 8 to finish. The conversion was missed.

For the next 30 minutes there was somewhat of a stalemate and combination of errors on both sides, but the visitors again used the line out to once more drive towards the whitewash and set up the centre to ground next to the posts, gain the conversion and take the lead for the first time at 10-12.

Now chasing the game the Aigburth side changed tact and began to play to their strengths and use width and pace to drag the now tiring Park pack around the pitch and create space for the backs. This proved very effective as substitute Number 8 Phil Brown cleverly drew in 2 defenders and set Rob Connolly free to finish from 30 metres out. Again Lloydy converted.

Winnington did not throw their hand in at all and were rewarded with a penalty in front of the posts that was gratefully accepted with 8 minutes remaining to shorten the gap to just 2 points.

There was no negativity on the 1st XV's behalf to try and wind the clock down as expansive play was still the way forward, literally. From ball in our own 22 the Park backs line was cut open and via quick hands Lloydy was released to go in at the corner. This meant a 7 point advantage...make that 9 points as he regained his composure after celebrations and converted from wide out and end Park's chances.

We remain 5th in Division 1 and look forward to travelling to Wigan next week for what no doubt will be another tough encounter. 

COLLEGIATE 18 - 37 WIDNES

This was always going to be a challenging day at Heath Road against last years play off finalists, but the task was made even more difficult due to fact Collegiate played for 20 minutes with only 14 men, with 2 players being sin binned in an overlapping period.

For the first 10 minutes the Blue Boys were camped in the Widnes 22 and dominated possession but were unable to convert this into points. To compound matters with almost their first possession of the match the home team went virtually the distance of the pitch to score an excellent try. This was quickly followed up with another from a tidy line out that was driven over, but the Widnes kicker was unable to convert either try.

The 1st XV stayed in touch up to half-time with Chris Lloyd slotting 2 penalties. However, just after half time was when things completely swung in the Widnes direction as skipper Hywel James was sin binned for retaliating to the Widnes 12 who was a thorn in our side all day. 9 minutes later Will Readdie was then sent to the sidelines for a wreckless, but unintentional mid air tackle following a high kick that was more reminiscent of a wrestling maneouvre. Fortunately the recipient was OK. 

During these 19 minutes or so Widnes made the most of the advantage and scored 4 unanswered tries to take the match away from the 1st XV. Once player parity was restored and a few tactical changes were made by Tom Langford the pattern of play showed that the scoreline would have been much closer had we maintained 15 players for 80 minutes. 

This was evident as Collegiate scored the last 2 tries of the match via Chris Lloyd and MOM Phil Brown (converted by Lloydy) following more excellent retention and ball play to gain some respectability on the scoreboard.

Credit where credit is due Widnes were a very well organised and drilled side who deserved the points on the day and showed why they will certainly be competing at the top of the table this season, but their visit to LCC later on this season will be eagerly anticipated to allow us to avenge this defeat and maintain our own challenge. 

COLLEGIATE 43 - 20 ASHTON ON MERSEY

On a perfect day for playing running rugby Collegiate finally showed their potential under the leadership of the clubs young vice captain Will Readdie in the absence of Hywel James. 

In the early exchanges Collegiate started slowly allowing Ashton to dictate the contact situation especially at the scrummage. In the first five minutes Ashton took the lead from a penalty kick after some indiscipline in defence. However, Collegiate started to keep the ball with Frankie Carroll and ‘Timmy' Connolly setting the pace of the game at 9 and 10. Lloydy minutes later replied with a penalty of our own to make the score 3-3. 

Soon afterwards our forwards kept the ball for a number of phases which created some gaps down the blind side for Rob Connolly to exploit and score two identical clinical tries. Lloydy as always was very reliable converting both from in front of the sticks. 

The lead should have been extended further after a lot of pressure in the Ashton half, but our usual lapse in concentration with ten minutes to go allowed Ashton back into the game scoring from a well organised catch and drive from a lineout. After a stern talking too from James Widnall underneath the sticks the half time whistle went, 17-8. 

When playing down the hill in the second half we gained some good field position utilising the clever kicking of Chris Lloyd, ‘Timmy' Connolly and Man of the Match Frankie Carroll. With the ball in the right areas the pack were allowed to run with the ball in hand and gain the hard yards to create the space for others. Eventually the gaps appeared and within quick succession Will Readdie, James Widnall and Chris Lloyd ran in three well worked tries. 

All three substitutes were used and made a great impact with Pete Nelson running riot at open side, Dave Wareing adding the bite up front in the scrum and Chris Austin taking endless pops off 9 to get over the gain line at the breakdown. With 10 minutes to go Ozzy took another of his trademark pops to barge over the try line, no one was stopping him that time! 

A special mention goes out to Si Crowder who has been an integral part in the 1st XV for some time now and we are to lose him until next season as he spends a year studying in Spain. We wish him all the best and he is going to be missed by all the lads. 

Credit to Ashton they never gave up and scored two further tries with the clock ticking away. They just took the gloss off a very solid 43-20 win in front of our home support. Next week we have another extremely tough test away at Widnes. 

We will need to improve further to push on and challenge for the top spot but, this performance reassures us all that we have improved and we can compete at this level. 

COLLEGIATE 22 - 13 OSWESTRY 

The 1st XV arrived at Oswestry in good cheer and with renewed vigour from last weekends narrow defeat. A band of merry supporters had followed them across the bridge to Oswestry but the Collegiate second rows had chosen the tunnel resulting in a mad dash - their only one of the day it might be added to arrived before KO.

Having won the toss, Collegiate decided to kick, which was chased by Al Rogers causing the Oswestry player to knock on. This immediately put Collegiate on the front foot. A couple of quick rucks followed and Paul Melia - who is a regular on this ground, threw an outrageous dummy to dash the 10m to the line to give the boys in blue the first score. 

Lloydy duly converted and it was 0-7. As the rain came down the game became more scrappy, with penalties being traded. Unfortunately the game was in the Collegiate half which meant Oswerstry were able to convert theirs and as half time loomed it was 6-7. 

Pressure from the restart again told, and from the back of a ruck, Mark Lucass made a thunderous break - not his pace but noise of his lungs burning, which took Collegiate into Oswestry's 22. The ball was cynically slowed, but Collegiate pressed on until the ball was killed a second time, this time right in front of their posts. The referee had no choice but to send the Oswestry 14 to the bin. With the ball in front of the posts Oswestry wrongly assumed Collegiate would kick, and when Captain Hywel James observed a 5 on 2 to the left, two quick passes put Dave 'Mole' Proctor in. Lloydy added the extras - 6 -14 at half time.

The slippery conditions meant the line out was a lottery all day but the scrum held its own and Will Readdie picked up and drove onto the front foot all day. One such drive resulted in the Oswestry forwards finding themselves on te wrong side of the ruck, killing Collegiate ball. From just inside the Oswestry half, Lloydy indicated it was in range and due knocked it over for Collegiate to lead 6 -17. 

Despite the conditions, Collegiate managed to carve up the oppostions backs in scenes reminiscent of last season to put the prolific try scorer Ross Smith in the corner. The conversion was unfortunatley missed, and with 20 mins left Collegiate led 6-22. Surely there was time for a fourth and more importantly bonus point try, but as hard as they tried they couldn't get on the front foot as too their credit Oswestry pressured the Collegiate line. 

A succesion of penalties in the 1st XV 22 led to MOM 'Timmy' taking his weekly constitutional 10 mins in the bin and the Oswestry forwards finally crossing the whitewash. Final Score 13 - 22.

A good result getting Collegiate back to winning ways but more focussed effort is required to beat Ashton at home next week.

COLLEGIATE 9 - 18 TYLDESLEY

This weekend saw Collegiate face the true challenges that they will encounter most weekends in this season. This is not to say the 1st XV didn't perform well rather just lack a bit of experience at this level.

For 70 minutes of the match stout defence and clinical goal kicking allowed Collegiate to hold the lead from the first minute via a penalty from Nick Saunders followed by another 13 minutes later.

On the half hour mark Tyldesley made it count via constant pressure in the scrum crossed for the first try of the game. Saunders managed to stretch the lead to 9-5 at half-time via another sweetly struck penalty.

In the second half kicking up hill the away side showed their experience by using the best of some terrible conditions to dominate territory and keep the pressure on the 1st XV. Despite having the upper hand in line outs and the loose Collegiate just couldn't find the cutting edge to break down the Tyldesley defence and found themselves drilled back to their own 22 on too many occasions resulting in 2 penalties for the away team to take the lead.

Now chasing the game Collegiate were starved of the ball they desperately needed and Tyldesley made the match winning score with a neatly executed switch for the stand off to ground next to the posts and he also converted with 3 minutes left and took a losing bonus point away from us. 

Although disappointed not to take something from the game it did prove that the 1st XV are more than capable at competing at this level against much more experienced sides. Let's hope the positives can be taken to Oswestry next weekend. 

COLLEGIATE 27 - 5 SALE

This was an excellent start to what is going to be a very tough season in South Lancs/Cheshire 1, but a bonus point win away from home certainly gives great optimism.

The match started in fantastic fashion as Number 8 Will Readdie picked up from a midfield scrum and gained lots of ground to release Dave Proctor who was caught 2 metres short of the line but had the awareness to pop to Jimmy Connolly to cross after just 2 minutes.

The next 20 minutes were error strewn by both teams as their was a mammoth battle to gain superiority, fortunately the 1st XV came away with the only points thanks to a Nick Saunders penalty. The game then took a turn for the worse as Jimmy Connolly was sin-binned following a catalogue of team offences.

With 14 men for 10 minutes Sale tried their hardest to make the most of the advantage but Collegiate's defence was outstanding as it was for the entireity of the match. Sale's only score came from a speculative territorial kick with which the responding kick was charged down and the home team's full back gleefully accepted to touch down. 8-5 at half-time.

When Jimmy returned in the second half Collegiate's superior fitness began to show, but frustrating ball retention prevented numerous phases of play and gifting Sale the ball back. Then they returned thr favour with MOM Si Crowder intercepting what would have been a certain try and running it in 85 metres and Nick managed to convert.

Another 15 minutes or so of attritional play then prevailed until the 1st XV kick a penalty to within 15 metres and won the line out to drive within 2 metres. Dave Proctor then foxed the Sale defence by falling over his own feet at the ruck, but regained his composure to put Dave Angwin in unopposed with a clinically executed reverse switch.

At this point Sale were on the back foot and with 2 minutes remaining a sweeping move saw full back Chris Lloyd see of 3 defenders and the touchline to ground and allow Nick to convert.

A great start to the 2010-11 season with a bonus point (although the RFU website doesn't yet show it!!!) and take plenty of confidence into next week's match at home against Tyldesley who also had an emphatic win. 

COLLEGIATE 50 - 0 ASHTON UNDER LYNE

Despite half the squad not arriving at Ashton until 2.30 (for a 3.00 kick off) this was an excellent start to what is going to be a very tough season for the 1st XV.

With the journey still in their legs Collegiate didn't really get a foot hold in the game in the first quarter as a rugged home pack retained possession well but without really threatening a score.

On the 20 minute mark a poor kick return by the Ashton right winger was expertly collected by Si Crowder who released centre Ryszard Chadwick to go in unopposed in the corner.

6 minutes later the Blues were awarded a penalty 25 metres out, from there the gayest and most ridiculous event occurred as stand-off Nick Saunders was sin binned for not removing his numerous festival wristbands despite the referee's requests. This just capped off the day for Nick following his 50 minute late arrival for which he no doubt will receive suitable sentencing in due course. Rys took over the kick and slotted over for an 8-0 lead.

From here on in there were scores at regular intervals as another 6 tries were scored by Ross Smith, Dave Angwin, Rory Pollock, skipper Hywel James , Si Crowder and Chris Lloyd with Nick converting the remaining 6.

Some of the tries were almost cavalier like going through uncountable amounts of hands and from side to side of the pitch in a style more reminiscent of the Harlem Globetrotters at times, especially for the final try, as the Aigburth side ran a tiring home defence ragged, however, fair play to them as they never gave up.

The real test of how pre-season has gone comes next week as the league programme begins and away at Sale.
