COLLEGIATE 36 - 7 ELLESMERE PORT 2

On Saturday Collegiate travelled to Ellesmere Port for their last game of the season. They were determined to finish the season with a good win to reflect the good rugby played all season. The game ended Ellesmere Port 7 – Collegiate 36. 

Due to lack of backs on the day, 3 players from the pack played with the backs with Nick Humphries at full back, Phil Jones at wing and Phil Winterton at outside centre. Special thanks goes to these players for stepping in and doing a fantastic job on the day. 

The two teams spent the first 15 minutes testing each other with the game from end to end with no real result. Then the crucial try came when Gerard O'Reilly picked the ball from a ruck going blind and running 50 yards to the try line bouncing Ellesmere Port 's full back off him along the way. 

This try caused Collegiate to step up even more, a step too far for Ellesmere Port. Collegiate sucked their opponents in utilising various crash balls (including several big runs from Ronnie Gerard); this created gaps in Ellesmere Port 's defensive wall and saw more tries from Gerard O'Reilly, Dave Fraser, Phil Winterton and Owen Pooley . 

Ellesmere Port did fight back and there was a period in the second half when they looked dangerous and despite they reached the try line once on the day, Collegiate's defensive wall was solid and didn't allow the opposition to come close to it again. 

It was a great performance from Collegiate 3rds, everyone played great both in attack and defence and finished the season playing with the same positive attitude utilised all season. 

The MOM was Gerard O'Reilly who was on unstoppable on the day. Other close contenders were Ronnie Gerard (with a great performance on his 30 th Birthday) and the other 15 players. 

It was the perfect game with a well deserved victory to end the season and securing the 3rd spot on the league table. 

COLLEGIATE 0 - 40 SOUTHPORT

Collegiate 3rds original game got cancelled on Saturday due to Wallasey crying off during the week. As a consequence, Collegiate played away against Southport who are currently holding 3 rd spot in their Salford University league. 

The first 15 minutes of the game saw Collegiate on the back foot with Southport trying to break the opposing defensive wall. Collegiate defended well and turned the ball over, which was then booted out from their own 22 to safety. The away team had several chances and looked very dangerous throughout the entire game, however Southport coped with this pressure well and stopped Collegiate from reaching the try line on the day. 

Southport's fast paced players utilised their wide pitch well and created overlaps, giving them the opportunity to score several times on the day ending the game Southport 40 – Collegiate 0. Southport 's support to their ball carriers on the day was very strong and every tackle made on their players resulted in a quick offload through which they gained yards after yards. 

The Collegiate team certainly played with passion on the day and played really well with a great positive attitude; and despite the score line they kept on playing with the same attitude till the end. Southport players also noted this and mentioned they were impressed by the team and their determination. 

The voted man of the match was Paul Anderson. Paul had a great game at number 10, he did a great job and utilised his experience to keep the young back line going. This was also Paul's last game of his career; Collegiate will certainly miss him and thank him for his many years of service with the club. 

Next weekend is the last game of the season the 3rds. They will face Ellesmere Port 2nds away and Collegiate are certainly determined to finish their season with a strong win. 

COLLEGIATE 5 - 39 WIRRAL 3

Collegiate 3rds suffered an unlucky defeat against Wirral at home. The Collegiate forwards dominated the scrums and the lineouts and the backs showed off their skills well on Saturday, however few minor mistakes and ‘unlucky' events (and perhaps a touch of fitness) led the away side to come victorious with the game ending Collegiate 5 – Wirral 39. 

Collegiate started the game on the back foot and Wirral crashed their way through to score under the posts. The home side suddenly responded back and the most of the game took place in the Wirral's own 22. However, this pressure was not enough to give collegiate any point in the first 40 minutes. Minor mistakes and lack of support gave the opposition the opportunity to create fast counter attacks utilising their fly halfs' kicking and their back's speeds. 

Unfortunately for Collegiate, Wirral capitalised on the home side mistakes. In addition, Collegiate were hit by various unfortunate injuries on the day; including Denis who broke a bone in his hand –we wish him a speedy recovery. 

Despite this, Collegiate never gave up and with 20 minutes remaining, Sean Lenehan scored a well deserved try (though he could not remember how, when or what happened for the remaining 20 minutes). 

The positive attitude on the pitch was highly utilised and resulted in only a couple of penalties against Collegiate, a vast improvement on the previous week! The lack of fitness on the pitch resulted in lack of support; this gave Wirral the chance to take the win this time round – Can partly blame the glorious sunshine on Saturday! But it's something the team can work on this week and improve the fitness to match and better Wallasey and Ellesmere Ports..The last two games of this season! 

The voted MOM of this week was Lewis Cheetham. 

COLLEGIATE 7 - 85 HOYLAKE 2

Collegiate 3rd travelled away to face Hoylake 2 nd who are currently top of the league. Collegiate suffered their biggest defeat of the season ending the game Hoylake 85 – Collegiate 7. However, Collegiate gave everything on the day and played with passion and despite the scoreline, they never surrendered and played with full intensity for the entire 80 minutes. 

Just after 5 minutes, the home side opened the score line by scoring under the posts. Hoylake's backs executed their well-drilled lines and pierced through Collegiate's defensive line over and over again. Hoylake utilised their wide pitch well and created an overlap every time which made it easy for their backs to reach Collegiate's try line. 

Minutes before the half time whistle, frustration resulted in a sin bin and Collegiate had to play with 14 men for ten minutes. Hoylake used this to inflict yet more blows to Collegiate. 

The second half saw some changes in the pack with Barry Rooke (on his 40 th Birthday..or was it 30?), Steve Cahill and Sean Lenehan. Despite the score line at half time, Collegiate never gave up and after 5minutes Dennis Duataj ran through the oppositions' defence and scored under the posts (with Rob Wilmington converting straight after – 100% accuracy this season). 

This try by Dennis did spark the team even more, however Hoylake were the better team on the day and taught Collegiate a few valuable lessons. Lessons which Collegiate will utilise and build on at training to finish the league with 3 big wins. 

The man of the match goes to Dennis Duataj. Other contenders were Matt Lancaster (inside centre), Rob Wilmington (8) and Steve Anderson (9). 

Collegiate 3rds played with a positive attitude throughout the full 80 minutes and played good rugby. Collegiate are determined to bounce back next week with a win again Wirral 4 th at home. 

COLLEGIATE 31 - 10 BIRKENHEAD PARK 4

Collegiate 3rds travelled away to face Birkenhead Park 4th and came back with another great win ending the game Birkenhead Park 10 – Collegiate 31. 

The 2 teams agreed on an early kick off leaving 15 minutes for warming up. However, on the day this was enough for Collegiate to start the game by putting the home side on the back foot. 

After only a couple of minutes, the Collegiate pack pulled in the oppositions' players using several crash balls. Scrum half Steve Anderson saw an opportunity to go himself, dummy their fly half and score under the posts. This was converted by Paul Walsh who gave another great performance throughout the game. 

The home side responded back becoming increasingly dangerously as the game progressed and they utilised their forwards' size to try and break through Collegiate's defence. Owen Pooley released this pressure by intercepting a ball within Collegiate's own 22 and ran the entire pitch to score under the posts (Paul Walsh converted). 

Birkenhead Park managed to score in the far corner moments before the half time whistle leaving the score at 5 – 14. The first 20 minutes of the second half was mainly played in a 10metre square area within Collegiate's own 22. The lack of discipline by Collegiate awarded the opposition endless penalties and forced the ref to send one of Collegiate's players in the sin bin for 10minutes. 

This was the wake up call Collegiate needed; and after a quick team talk they started communicating and started playing with the usual positive attitude again. This resulted in tries by Owen Pooley, Paddy O' Donnell and John Shrimpton. 

Birkenhead Park never gave up and their efforts were paid off when they did eventually score again (failed conversion). 

However, it was certainly noticed the excellent defensive performance given by Collegiate, especially against Birkenhead 's big side. The attacking performance was once again sharp and they utilised the gaps created and won the game in style. 

The voted MOM was Owen Pooley who truly deserved it on the day. Other contenders were Paul Walsh and Gerard O'Reilly. 

The team spirit is very high and everyone is looking forward to face the league leaders Hoylake this week. With only 6 points separating the two teams, Saturday's clash is certainly one of the most important events of the season. 

Please make every effort to train this week and get ready for Saturday's game. 

COLLEGIATE 47 - 5 PORT SUNLIGHT 2

After last week's performance, Collegiate were in a very positive mood on Saturday and travelled to Port Sunlight with a lot of confidence. However, the pressure was on and the team did not need reminding not to underestimate any team and to focus in playing the same great rugby as previously. With Port Sunlight 2nds not filling all of the 15 places, two of Collegiate players swapped sides for the day. Collegiate would like to thank to Paul Anderson and Steve Cahill for this and ensured a competitive game of rugby for the two sides. 

The 40 minute warm up ensured Collegiate were on fire from kick-off and with the forwards ironing out their lineout techniques and backs their handling drills, it was not long after kick off when the score line was opened. Within the first 10 seconds, Collegiate won a scrum allowing Steve Anderson to pass a clean ball to the backline which allowed full back Frankie Carroll to sneak through the holes along the defensive wall and scored under the post (converted by Paul Walsh). 

This same scenario repeated itself several times in the first 20 minutes, seeing other tries from Denis Dautaj 2, Jon Shrimpton and Ste Anderson, with Frankie getting 2 more for his hat-trick. Port Sunlight fought back and Collegiate were suddenly under pressure; play was mainly in the blues own 22. Eventually Port Sunlight did manage to score a try in the far right corner (failed conversion), however, a quick team talk and communication allowed Collegiate to tighten their defensive wall even further. 

The forwards were all over the place on Saturday and were always present at the breakdown and offered several crash ball options from scrum half Steve Anderson. This allowed Collegiate backs to cause headaches to the opposition as the pace and accuracy shown on Saturday was too much for Port Sunlight. 

The second half saw few changes for Collegiate and also welcomed a new player Andy Langdon. The last 20 minutes were certainly an endurance test as Collegiate were now going ‘uphill', however, this did not stop the visitors to put yet more points on the opposition. The second half saw end-to-end play with various attacks from both sides; but Collegiate's defensive performance ensured no opponent player would reach the try line again. 

Again, Collegiate 3rds gave a great performance, every player who was on the pitch on Saturday had a fantastic game and deserves the man of the match. Scrum half Steve Anderson got it this week as the majority of the team voted for him. Other close contenders were Paul Walsh, Frankie Carroll and Denis Duataj. 

Collegiate 3rds are now second in the league with a game at hand and still having to play first in the league. With only 6 games left till the end of the season, the title race is certainly hotting up. Collegiate are determined to fight for every game and finish the season in top place. This can be achieved by playing with the same positive attitude the team adopted all season and keep on attending the training sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

COLLEGIATE 50 - 0 OLDERSHAW

As stand-in captain I and the lads knew the importance of this game against the defending league champions and to get back to winning ways after two consecutive defeats to get our league title challenge back on track. 

From the kick off our intensity and attitude were spot on and within five minutes we were on the board, the ball went through the hands of the backs for Denis Dautaj to score out wide, within two minutes the ball went through the backs hands again for Denis to pick up his second try of the afternoon. Within minutes good work from Ronnie and JJ enabled Dennis to go under the posts to complete his hat trick. 

At this point Oldershaw who could have given up at this point came back into the game by forcing us onto the back foot and having a period of sustained pressure in our 22 almost scoring in the corner if it weren't for a knock on, but our defence didn't let up and kept the opposition out. From a scrum the ball from Steve Anderson,who was outstanding, went to Al Rodgers who broke away and outpaced the opposition winger to score under the posts to put us further ahead. 

At this point the game became scrappy with both teams committing unforced errors. From the last play of the half Al Rodgers scored his second try breaking from the centre after being put through by James Forshaw to bring the scoring to an end for the first half. 

At half time three changes were made, Louie, Matt Selway and Little John came off the bench to immediate effect. At the start of the second half the play was again scrappy but from broken play Steve Anderson went through a gap in the back line to score his first senior try for the club capping a fine display at scrum half. 

From there the the game went flat as both sides again made a number of unforced errors, and 10 minutes into the half further changes were introduced with Mark Sheil and Barry Rooke coming on to good effect, refreshing our pack and tiring out the Oldershaw pack both in open play and in the scrums, and driving forward and keeping us on the front foot. Then came one of the more memorable moments of the game, an up and under from the Oldershaw 10 was caught by yours truly only to end up flattened by the unseen on-rushing forward, which was the hit of the match, without a doubt. 

With 10 minutes to go and the game safe the final changes were rung, Ronnie came back on along with Curly and Paul Ando. But this wasn't the end of the scoring with Ronnie going in the corner for his second try in two games, destroying anything which got in his way. The last phase of play of the game saw father and son, Steve and Paul Ando combine with Paddy O'Donnell who was outstanding at inside centre for his first game for the club to put Louie, who had an excellent game in both attack and defence under the posts to end the scoring and the match. 

Everyone played their part in this win, big credit must go to the forwards, Rich Jones, Trigger, Rob Wilmington, Ronnie, Barry, JJ, Luke Cobb, ,Matt Selway, Mark Sheil, Curly and Alex who also was outstanding in his club début for providing us the platform for the win. The back line also were outstanding and clinical in their finishing and a lot of credit must go to Steve Anderson and Paul Walsh for directing the play.

Big mentions must go to the centre pairing of Paddy O'Donnell who was outstanding at inside centre, caused so much headaches for the opposing centres with his strong running and solid defence and was a calming influence on the game when things got scrappy and Al Rogers who took his two tries well.

Also James Forshaw, who was excellent at full back and his link up play was crucial at times, John Shannon and Louie who caused havoc on the wings when they were on, and big mention to Paul Ando who proved he's still got it when combining with his son to set up the last try. 

Last but not least Denis who scored the fastest hat trick I've seen during my time with the club and was awarded the man of the match award for his effort. It was an honour and a pleasure for me to lead the team this week with Andre being away, and a big thank you to all the lads for the win. This was a big win for the thirds to put us back into contention for the league title and with key games coming up we must keep the momentum going for the league run-in.

COLLEGIATE 10 - 53 MOSSLEY HILL 2

It was a hard fought game which saw Collegiate with the lion’s share of possession throughout the game. Despite the fact that Collegiate sent various attacks to the home sides try line, Collegiate's backline was rarely utilised. 

This was detrimental to Collegiate on the day since Mossley Hill's forwards managed to overturn most rucks. Collegiate's forwards and backs were not on form on the day, they did not reach the breakdown quick enough to secure our ball leaving the opposition to spoil the ball at the breakdown and turn it over. 

At half time, Collegiate looked more organised and communication started to improve. When the ball reached the backs, Collegiate looked very dangerous on the attack as the opposition could not keep up with Collegiate's pace; two players excelled while on the pitch MOM Steve Anderson who made his senior debut and Lewis Cheetham who striped the ball leading to the boys in blue fighting back and managing to scoring through Phil Winterton who had another outstanding game. 

This was converted by Jon Gill who added to his earlier penalty. Despite the fact that Collegiate were in Mossley Hill's half during most of the game and in spite of glimpses of the try line, Collegiate were unable to make the pressure count it was a well fought game and Collegiate did not deserve to lose by this score. 

The lack of communication and at times the first up tackling led to the disappointing result; the crucial point is that the team recognised their weaknesses and will ensure they will eliminate them.

Despite Collegiate's defeat on Saturday, spirits are high and are determined to find their winning ways once more. Again, this game offered the lads another opportunity to learn and improve the game further. 

The game against Mossley Hill is history; there is a lot of great potential within the Collegiate 3rd team and they are determined to bounce back in style and have a successful end to the season. 

This game served as a very important lesson; the boys in blue have learnt a lot from this game, they know they are a much better team than the given performance of last Saturday. Collegiate’s spirits are high and they are determined to find their winning ways once more through positive play, discipline and teamwork when they face Prenton 2nds this weekend 

COLLEGIATE 39 - 10 MOLD 3

Collegiate 3rds came from behind against a very good Mold side to finish the game Mold 10 – Collegiate 39. Due to the previous adverse weather conditions and the Christmas break this was the first game of rugby in almost a month. Collegiate were determined to keep the momentum gained by early December and bring home yet another win. 

Because of the long drive to Mold due to a diversion (as the 'beautiful' Runcorn Bridge was once again closed) Collegiate were on the rugby pitch with only few minutes left to kick off. The team warmed up successfully, however not enough time was left to run through the moves. 

The team's excitement was visible from the first second; the boys in blue were eager to gain early tries and secure a win. In the first 20 minutes Collegiate were pressurised by the home team; when Collegiate gained possession, the ball was lost again; this was only due to the sheer excitement of the players. 

After few minutes, Mold went on top with a failed conversion. Collegiate responded well, and for 10 minutes the game was end to end creating various try opportunities on both sides. However, Collegiate broke through Mold's defensive wall first and scored under the posts with a successful conversion, bringing the score to Mold 5 – Collegiate 7. 

This lead was short lived, as only seconds later Mold scored again (failed conversion), brining the game to 10-7 at half time. 

Collegiate soon realised they needed to calm down and improve communication. This was accomplished well, and the result was visible to everyone. Collegiate created several chances and successfully took the opportunity to score several more tries. The players found themselves once again and were playing the same rugby style they achieved in 2010.

Mold tried very hard to get back in the game; and they did create some dangerous chances, however Collegiate's defensive line was impenetrable throughout the second half ending the game Mold 10 – Collegiate 37. 

The pack and the backs had a great game; again choosing man of the match was a difficult task. This week MOM goes to Dennis Dautaj. Dennis had a great game and was all over the pitch, and to top it up, he completed one of the best tries this season so far when he kicked, picked, kicked, beat the fullback and scored under the posts. 

Special thanks goes to second row Dom Hoban for stepping in at number 9 and gave a great performance. 

Try scorers on the day were: Richard Jones, Denis Duataj (2), Owen Pooley, Dom Hoban and Tom Loftus, with Paul Walsh converting three and scoring a penalty kick. 

The soft wet (slightly slushy) pitch truly tested Collegiate's fitness on the day. This brings up the thought of training; please remember to come down on Tuesday (7:30pm - astro) and Thursday (7:15pm - pitches). Collegiate started the New Year with a fantastic game and a well deserved one too, they need to keep the momentum 

COLLEGIATE 41 - 0 ELLESMERE PORT 2

After 2 Saturdays waiting indoors for the frozen pitch to thaw, Collegiate 3rds couldn't wait to get on their home pitch to face a good Ellesmere Port side. 

Collegiate achieved another important win with the game ending Collegiate 3rd 41 – Ellesmere Port 2nd 0. This result ensured Collegiate to finish 2010 still holding the top place at the Merseyside Merit Table. 

Similar to the game against Hoylake, Collegiate started the game with fast aggressive rugby. The opening try came within minutes after several crash balls, the scrum half passed the ball to the backline for them to create an overlap and score in the far corner. 

The first 20 minutes were all played in Ellesmere Ports' end; Collegiate tried to pierce the oppositions defensive line with various crash balls. Despite the solid defence, Tariq Raja managed to sneak through putting the ball down; unfortunately the try was disallowed and given as a knock on. 

Seconds later, Collegiate's pressure rewarded them with a lineout on the 22. A quick lineout with an offload from the top gave the backline another opportunity to run their runs through and scoring under the posts. 

Ellesmere Port responded back and for the second 20 minutes Collegiate were under pressure and it certainly was a nervy time. The opposition were utilising their mauling and scrummaging power and this put Collegiate on the back foot. Despite the visitor's efforts, the boys in blue had a great defensive performance and blocked any attempts to reach the try line. 

Collegiate's pack flexed their muscles in the second half, suddenly they started convincingly winning most scrums and turning over many rucks. This gave the back line the opportunity to create holes in the opposing's defensive wall. 

This trend continued all day, seeing tries from James Melling 2, Nick Humphries 2, Al Rogers and Tom Nelson. 

Choosing man of the match was not an easy task; however, Nick Humphries had a fantastic game and deserves the MOM. 

Discipline on the day was great and again everyone played with a positive attitude and seemed to enjoy the day. 

This game was the last league game for Collegiate 3rds for 2010, and they certainly finished the year in style and keeping their first position on the league table. However, there is a still a long way to go and they need to keep this momentum going. 

The team so far has been fantastic with good numbers at training every week, this need to be continued for the second part of the season. The team spirit is high and through hard work, commitment and teamwork topped with the boys' passion, the team will win the league. 

COLLEGIATE 60 - 7 HOYLAKE 2

Collegiate 3rds jumped to top of the league again after beating Hoylake 2nds at the weekend, ending the game 60 – 7. Collegiate were desperately looking for a win to bounce back from last week; and what a way to do it. Playing the then top of the league Hoylake 2nd and winning by a convincing score brought back in the confidence within the Collegiate team. 

On the day, every player was on fire and from the first second of the game Collegiate put the visitors on the back foot and within their own 22. The home side broke Hoylake's defensive wall and scored under the posts within the first 5 minutes. 

This scenario repeated itself several times throughout the game; the constant fast paced attacks from the back line and the forwards' crash balls were incredible on the day; this resulted in various other scores throughout the game. 

Hoylake responded back by scoring under the posts after 20minutes, however, this effort was not enough to turn the game over. Collegiate's defensive line got more compact and stopped any opposition player from getting a glimpse of the tryline. 

Most of the game was played within Hoylake's half. This was so far the best performance from Collegiate 3rds, the pack dominated in the scrums and line outs and the backs' pace and runs were too much for the opposition on the day. 

The effort put in training over the last few months started to show, both fitness and rugby skills have improved. Communication on the pitch was great, and the full 80 minutes were played with a positive attitude and with a good discipline. The team got the rewards for the hard work they put in so far, but they need to keep on putting the work in to get better working as a team. There is still a long way to go to the end of the season and there are various hard opponents to face in the next months and as Martin Johnson said lately “The minute you start patting yourself on the back in rugby union you come unstuck." Hence, please put every effort to come down to training on Tuesday 8:00pm (astro) and Thursday 7:15pm (pitches) 

Choosing man of the match for this week was a difficult task; every player with a blue shirt on deserved it. The MOM for this week goes to Chris Bongers. Chris left the UK to go back to his home in Germany , the team and the club wishes him good luck! 

COLLEGIATE 7 - 34 MOSSLEY HILL 2

Last week Collegiate 3rds played a friendly game against their local rivals Mossley Hill 2nds. Having beaten Mossley Hill earlier this year in the league, spirits were high and were determined to do the same on the day. However, Mossley Hill managed to win the game by 34-7. 

The boys in blue were missing some crucial positions, however, some players volunteered to play outside their usual position. The club would like to thank all of these players for coming out and doing the team a favour. 

Collegiate's fighting power on the day was missing and the silence throughout the game was felt throughout the entire 80 minutes. Every Collegiate player knew that they are a better team, but the lack of communication on the pitch gave Mossley Hill the opportunity to dominate the game and put the Collegiate side on the back foot and under pressure for most of the game. 

This game gave clear evidence that silence on a rugby pitch will cost the team very dear. During training, the team will ensure that they are more communicative and improve their rugby skills through positive confident play. 

Next week Collegiate will face Hoylake 2nds who are occupying the top of the league. Defeating Hoylake 2nds will not only allow Collegiate 3rds to bounce back to the top, but will allow the confidence to flourish once again. 

MOM goes to Sean Lenehan. A phone call 30 minutes before the game, and he was convinced to play with a knee injury. Despite the injury, he gave a great performance and was one of the very few positive voices on the pitch. 

COLLEGIATE 0 - 76 PRENTON 2

Collegiate 3rds suffered a 76 – 0 away defeat against a Prenton 2nds at the weekend. 

Collegiate travelled to Prenton with 17 players; 15 of which were forwards. As a consequence, the backline consisted of various pack players. 

The home team went in front within the first 5 minutes when the backline created an overlap with the wing scoring in the far corner. As Collegiate were trying to find a way back into the game, Prenton 2nds kept on making advancing runs through the their backline, leading to more tries. 

Collegiate 3rds gave 100% on the day; however Prenton's backs tormented the boys in blue with their moves throughout the game. Prenton's speed and accuracy was a result from the team training and playing together on a regular basis. 

Collegiate 3rds would like to thank the following players who played outside their usual position on the day: Peter Day (front row – played at 9), Tom Gill (flanker- played at 10), Steve Cahill (front row – played wing), Dave Fraser (flanker – played centre), Andre Vassallo (flanker – played centre) and Phil Winterton (flanker – played wing). 

Despite Collegiate's defeat on Saturday, spirits are high and are determined to find their winning ways once more. Again, this game offered the lads another opportunity to learn and improve the game further. 

Training together as a team is vital for a successful season; as seen on Saturday, Prenton's players were not any better than Collegiate's, however their teamwork and advantage of playing/training together week in week out was an additional weapon on the day. 

Hence it is vital to fight the weather and get down to training every Tuesday and Thursday. This will ensure Collegiate 3rds to go forward and upwards throughout the season!!! 

MOM for this week goes to Phil Winterton. 

COLLEGIATE 14 - 19 WALLASEY 3

Collegiate 3rds suffered a last minute defeat against Wallasey 3rds on the weekend; with the game ending 21 – 14. Collegiate 3rds arrived at Wallasey 30 minutes before kick-off, meaning that the warming up had to be completed in just under 20 minutes. As a consequence, the boys in blue didn't have the best opportunity to perform the runs before the game. 

Collegiate started the game on the back foot, despite the various crash balls from Wallasey, Collegiate stood strong in defence and stopped the home team from reaching the try line. However, just after few minutes, Collegiate gave away a penalty with the home side kicking the ball between the posts. Soon after this event, Collegiate's frustration led to additional lack of discipline, giving away a further 2 penalties. Wallasey took these opportunities to bring the score line to 9-0 within twenty minutes. 

Despite the fact that Collegiate sent various attacks to the home side, Collegiate's backline was rarely utilised. This was detrimental to Collegiate on the day since Wallasey's forwards managed to overturn most rucks and mauls. Collegiate's forwards were not on form on the day, they did not reach the breakdown quick enough leaving the opposition to scoop the ball up from the breakdown. Unfortunately this led for another try from the home side, bringing the score line to 14-0 at half time. 

At half time, Collegiate looked more organised and communication started to improve. When the ball reached the backs, Collegiate looked very dangerous on the attack as the opposition could not keep up with Collegiate's pace; the boys in blue fought back and managed to bring the game to 14-14 by scoring 2 tries with 2 conversions. During the last play of the day, Wallasey were awarded yet another penalty; although they missed the posts, Collegiate knocked the ball back into play, giving the opportunity for Wallasey to pick it up and score ending the game at 19-14. 

This game served as a very important lesson; the boys in blue learnt a lot from this game, they know they are a much better team than the given performance of last Saturday. The lack of discipline and communication led to the disappointing result; the crucial point is that the team recognised their weaknesses and will ensure they will eliminate them.

The game against Wallasey is history; Collegiates' spirits are high and are determined to find their winning ways once more through positive play, discipline and teamwork when they face Prenton 2nds this weekend. 

The MOM for week goes to inside centre Tom Loftus. 

COLLEGIATE 17 - 13 ANSELMIANS 3

After last week's unfortunate last minute defeat, Collegiate 3rds won an important home game against Anselmians 3rds; ending the game at 17-13. This well deserved win kept the boys in blue leading the Merseyside Merit table for the 7th week in a row. 

The first 20minutes saw the home team playing within their first 22. Anselmians went straight into attack and tried to pierce into Collegiate's defence line with various crash balls. However, Collegiate stood strong and managed to come out from their 22. This gave Collegiate some chances and started putting pressure on the visitors. This pressure awarded Collegiate a penalty yards away from Anselmians' touch line. Collegiate's forwards took the ball in but were stopped steps away from the line, however, Jon Gill received a crash ball from Dom Owen and scored Collegiate's first try for the day (conversion made). 

Anselmians responded back by another attack through their backlines creating an overlap which saw their winger score in the far left corner (conversion missed). This brought the game to 7-5; and after few minutes Anselmians were awarded a penalty in front of the home team's posts, which was slotted. This was kicked between the posts and then quickly followed by another try, bringing the game to 7-13 at half time. 

Just after the half time whistle, unfortunately Dom Owen (number 9) suffered a hand injury. Collegiate wish him a speedy recovery and look forward to seeing him again on the pitch soon. Matt Selway; who was playing hooker, stepped in as number 9, giving a fantastic performance. Big thanks go to Matt for stepping in on the day. 

The second half saw a more organised Collegiate side, with much more communication between the players. The forwards had a great performance, and although the lineouts require refining, the boys in blue dominated every scrum on the day and pushed the opposition's pack backwards and overturned most of the scrums. 

This gave Collegiate's backs the opportunity to perform several runs and put the opposition on the back foot. Collegiate's fullbacks' speed was too much for the visitors to handle, and every time Andy Woolfenden had the ball, he looked extremely dangerous to the opposition. His efforts paid off when he managed to outrun all of Anselmians backs and scored in the corner. His performance on the day awarded him with a well deserved MOM. 

Few minutes later, new boy Sean Rice had another speedy run and like his other team mate outran the visitor's backs allowing him to score under the posts (conversion missed). This led the game to 17-13 with 8 minutes to go. 

The last few minutes saw Collegiate's defensive line act as a concrete wall and the boys in blue looked very dangerous every time they were on the attack. The game ended at 17-13, giving Collegiate a well deserved win against a strong team like Anselmians.

Collegiate 3rds are being closely chased by other teams at the top of the table. However the boys in blue are determined to keep their top position and have a successful season. To achieve this, they are aware that the team has to improve even further. This will only be achievable through training every Tuesday and Thursday; the team needs to train together as one team, improve the fitness levels and work on improving the rugby skills further. 

COLLEGIATE 21 - 25 MOLD 3

It was a hard fought game with Mold scoring 3 quick tries within the first 20 minutes, slicing through the backline with ease to take a 19 point lead, the home team started to pick up their game and started to constantly press the Mold try line but by the end of the half had to settle for 2 penalties by Jon Gill. 

The second half started and the collegiate pack started to dominate in both scrums with Matt Selway taking 9 against the head and with the excellent line out work by Little John, Tariq Raja MOM got the team moving forward and it wasn’t long before the first try was scored through Jon Gill and was quickly followed up then by new boy Sam Creed, with a conversion and penalty added by Jon Gill. 

Taking the Collegiate team into the lead with only 4 minutes to go and with the opposition looking tired the home team give away 2 penalties in front of their own posts to hand the game to the away team. 

Several things will have to be worked on before the next tough game against Anselmians. 

COLLEGIATE 17 - 10 WIRRAL 4

Collegiate 3rds secured another win against Wirral 4ths, with Collegiate holding tightly to that well deserved first place on the league table. 

Collegiate scored within a matter of seconds with the ball going through the back hands and seeing James Melling scoring just under the posts. James repeated the same procedure when he scored again within minutes of the first try; he converted both tries bringing the score line to 0-14 to Collegiate. 

Wirral's forward power came into action and put Collegiate on the back foot for several minutes. Wirral won most of the scrums and performed some very dangerous attacks, leading the home team to score 2 tries, bringing the game to 10-14 at half time. 

Within minutes from the second half whistle, Collegiate's forwards raised their game and suddenly they started winning the scrums, lineouts and got to the breakdowns quicker. This gave more options to Collegiate's backs to perform several smart runs. Wirral's side was big and powerful, however, every player in blue played with their hearts throughout the entire 80 minutes and again performed some big tackles, stopping Wirral from reaching Colegiate's try line. 

Collegiate's pressure on Wirral awarded them with a penalty; James Melling again kicked it beautifully between the posts bringing the game to 10-17. Although Wirral had some dangerous breaks during the second half, the last 40 minutes of the game was mainly played within Wirral's own 22. 

Choosing MOM is getting tougher every week, every player on the pitch gave everything on the day. This week's MOM goes to Tariq Raja. 

It was a great day for Collegiate 3rds, both forwards and backs played great positive rugby and awarded the team with another great win! Collegiate 3rds are now top of the league; they are determined to keep this momentum going with the same positive attitude throughout the season. 

A fantastic day for Collegiate 3rds and for the whole club, with all 4 teams winning on the day. 

COLLEGIATE 47 - 32 MOSSLEY HILL 2

Collegiate 3rd team faced Mossley Hill 2nds at home this week. The boys in blue played with sheer determination and passion, giving Collegiate 3rds another well-deserved win against their local rivals. 

Within minutes from the whistle, Collegiate opened the score utilising the backs hands and scoring in the corner. However, Mossley Hill fought back and Collegiate conceded 3 tries against them bringing the score line to 7 – 17 to Mossley Hill. The Collegiate boys were on the back foot for 20 minutes; however, Collegiate kept their fantastic positive play and every player gave 100%. As a consequence, Collegiate started applying pressure on Mossley Hill, and the home team scored a penalty and after few minutes it was followed by another try bringing the score line to 15 -17 at half time. 

The second half was a great game to play and watch, it was a fast hard rugby game. Again Collegiate put some big tackles, putting the opposition on the back foot stopping the ball from reaching the opposition's wingers. The team could not ask more from the player on the day, every player in blue gave 100% on the day and played with real passion and pride. This saw Collegiate punching holes in Mossley Hill's defensive line allowing Collegiate to score several more tries. Mossley Hill fought back, and although Collegiate conceded few more tries against them, Collegiate replied back with a hard attack which saw Collegiate win this big game against their local rivals by 47 – 32. 

Every player on the day played well and played for each other with a great positive attitude. MOM for this week goes to Dennis Duataj. This new boy impressed everyone on the pitch, and also scored a great try on his debut with Collegiate 3rds. Other try scorers were Tariq Raja, Tom Loftus, Ronnie Gerrard, James Melling and Jamie Low. Jon Gill scored 3 penalties and 4 conversions. 

Collegiate 3rd team had another fantastic game this weekend and are determined to keep the same style of rugby and improve it even further, the positive attitude and communication between all members of the team will take this team far within this league. 

COLLEGIATE 26 - 12 OLDERSHAW 3 

Collegiate 3rd team travelled to Wallasey this weekend to play Oldershaw 3rd . The boys in blue came back with a well-deserved win, ending the game Oldershaw 12 – Collegiate 26. 

Collegiate were on the attack from the off, despite the pressure from the visitors team, Oldershaw's defensive line was solid. However, after 20 minutes, the persistence from the Collegiate boys started breaking Oldershaw's walls and Collegiate scored 2 tries in a short period of time. 

Despite Oldershaw's size, Collegiate's forwards dominated the scrums giving more chances to the backs to run their lines. On the day, Collegiate's backs were well organised, resulting in some great lines throughout the game. This combines effort gave Collegiate the lead by 19 points to nil at half time. 

Oldershaw tried hard to turn the game over in the second half and their attacks put Collegiate on the back foot for the first 15 minutes resulting in Oldershaw to score 2 tries in the second half. Collegiate defended well and communication between the players mixed with several tackles stopped Oldershaw from reaching the tryline. The last quarter saw both teams giving their best to win the game, however, Collegiate's determination and fitness levels resulted in another try bringing the score to 12-26. 

During the game, Gareth Hodges suffered a hand injury. Unfortunately, surgery is necessary and he will be out for at the very least a few weeks; Collegiate wish him a quick recovery and hope for his return on the pitch. 

Every Collegiate player gave 100% on the day, again, choosing MOM was very difficult; however Jon Gill had a great game and his boot shined on the day and he deserves todays MOM. 

Collegiate 3rds played with passion and pride on Saturday, and their positive attitude showed through the whole 80 minutes; bringing home another win. 

Collegiate spirits are high and are determined to keep on their winning ways. All players need to come down to training this week, the season is still at its early stages and need to keep improving their fitness and rugby skills, getting stronger as a group and getting used to playing together as a team. Collegiate look forward to the next game as they face their local rivals (Mossley Hill) at home this Saturday. 

COLLEGIATE 49 - 8 PORT SUNLIGHT 2 

Collegiate 3rd team were determined to win their first home game of the season. After last week's game, spirits were high and every player looked forward to the game. Collegiate obtained another big win with the score ending 49 - 8. 

Port Sunlight arrived 30 minutes late due to traffic congestion; this gave Collegiate the opportunity to warm up for an hour and 15minutes. Port Sunlight were 2 players short, Collegiate lent them 2 players in order to keep the game competitive and fair; Phil Brown and Chris Bongers volunteered to play for Port Sunlight for the first 40 minutes. 

Collegiate went on top after few seconds with a very good stolen ball from Nick Humphries who passed it to Jamie Atherton and scored the first try. After few minutes Andre Vassallo got a break by going on the blind side from a ruck, ran the whole length of the pitch and passed it to Pete Johnson on the try line for him to finish it (déjà vu…). 

Port Sunlight responded back with a big attack and put Collegiate under pressure for several minutes; this gave the opportunity to Port Sunlight to score a try; however they missed their conversion. After few minutes, Port Sunlight were awarded a penalty, and they kicked it straight to the middle of Collegiate posts, bringing the game to 10 – 8. From this point forward, Collegiate's forwards upped their game and started winning most of the scrums and turned over several rucks; this was very impressive considering Port Sunlight's pack were big strong players. This situation gave Collegiate's backs the opportunity to start running their usual good runs and tries starting flowing again. 

The second half saw a few changes for Collegiate's side; in addition Sean Lenehan and Phil Winterton played for the opposition in the second half giving Phil Brown and Chris Bongers (aka Bonkers) the opportunity to play for Collegiate for the last 40 minutes. After 20 minutes, Port Sunlight required an additional 2 players due to injuries, Collegiate lent another 2 players to the opposition; Rich Jones and Jamie Atherton volunteered for this. 

This week's Collegiate's try scorers were Jamie Atherton, Matt Barrett, Pete Johnson, Phil Brown x 2, Dom Owen x 2, Nick Humpries (after diving (“falling”) over the 5 metre line-thankfully he realised this and quickly dived on the try line) and new boy Chris Bongers. 

Every player gave 100% on the pitch and played with passion; however, one player that stood out was Tariq Raja. His first game with the senior section saw him delivering a great game at scrum half and handing over some very impressive tackles; handing him a well deserved MOM. 

Again this week Collegiate played with a positive attitude and communication was widespread across the pitch. This gave Collegiate a well-deserved home win against a very good side. 

Special thanks goes to all of the 6 Collegiate players who played for the Port Sunlight. This has allowed the game to flow competitively all the way to the last whistle. 

Collegiate 3rds spirits are high and are looking forward to the next games. Remarks about training, Collegiate requires all players to come down to training on Tuesday and Thursday 7:15pm.

COLLEGIATE 87 - 0 CALDY 4 

Collegiate 3rd team travelled to Caldy this week and were determined to get their first win of the season after the close game the previous week. They managed to score a whopping 13 tries and 11 conversions without conceding any points, ending the game 0 – 87 to Collegiate. 

Caldy were short of one player on the day, so to keep the game flowing and competitive Collegiate lent them one of their players. Nick Humphries accepted to transfer sides for the day and played as scrum half for the opposition. 

Collegiate were on fire on Saturday and the tone was set just after few minutes when Collegiate utilised the gaps within the defending line and scored under the posts with Paul Walsh converting with another great kick. This early try raised Collegiate's spirits even further and in the first 20 minutes Collegiate attacked and attacked constantly pressurising the opposition team, leading to several more tries. The home side composed themselves and for several minutes Caldy defended their line very well, however Collegiate's great performance and great fitness levels finally took its toll on Caldy and the tries started flowing again. 

Just before the half time whistle, one of Caldy's back rows players got injured and Collegiate lent them another player. This time Christian Cain volunteered again to play for the opposition. As a consequence, Collegiate had to come up with a quick new lineout call for the day; a maltese version was on the cards, but the interpreter was not available, so the idea never evolved. 

The second half saw several changes to Collegiate's side showing a healthy competitive side for this season. In the second half, the visitors kept on playing with the same attitude and never slowed down or under-estimated the opposition; leading to more tries and superb conversions from Paul Walsh. In spite of the score line during the second half, Caldy played with a fighting spirit and looked very dangerous on several occasions with metres away from the visitors try line. However, Collegiate's defence was impeccable and stopped Caldy from scoring on the day. 

In the last ten minutes, Caldy suffered another injury, leading Collegiate to lend them another palyer; Ronnie Gerrard. The Collegiate third team thanks the three players who played for the opposition on the day (Nick Humphries, Christian Cain and Ronnie Gerrard). 

The try scorers for the day were Adam Kilcourse x2, Dave Fox x2, Jon Gill x2, Dom Owen, Dom Laverty, Gerard O'Reilly, JJ Calvert, Gareth Hodges, Peter Johnson and Matt Selway. Paul Walsh's boots shined again when he converted 11 out of the 13 conversions. 

MOM for this week was very difficult to pick, every player on the pitch gave 100% and played with a positive attitude and played with confidence leading to a great victory. MOM for this week goes to Adam Kilcourse, he had several great runs and defended well. 

Collegiate 3rd team bounced back with a great win, this win was the result of a positive attitude on the pitch and superb rugby skills topped up with great communication between the players. 

Next game is the first home game for Collegiate thirds against Port Sunlight. Players need to make an effort to come down to training and train together to build up an even better stronger team. Tuesday and Thursday at 7:15pm. 

COLLEGIATE 6 - 11 PRENTON 

The first game of the season for the Collegiate 3rd team resulted in an unlucky ending when the very close game ended 11-6 to Prenton. 

The first 20 minutes of the game started well and Collegiate were constantly pressurising the opposition. Despite the fact that Collegiate were in Prenton's half during most of this time, the score was still 0-0. 

Prenton had an opportunity to go ahead from a penalty kick which they missed. Collegiate then responded back with even more pressure in Prenton's half; this pressure awarded 2 penalties to Collegiate within the space of few minutes; however the opportunity to go ahead was not taken as both of the kicks were missed. 

In spite of glimpses of the try line, Collegiate were unable to make the pressure count until five minutes before half time; Collegiate were awarded another penalty and Paul Walsh took the kick and successfully gave Collegiate the lead. Unfortunately, this lead was short lived when just before the half time whistle, Prenton managed to score a try, but they missed the conversion. This put the score at half time at 5-3 to Prenton. 

The second half saw several changes to the team showing the strength of the 3rd team for this season. Collegiate were dominant in the scrums and turned over most of the scrums, however the second half was end to end with both teams creating opportunities but no tries. Collegiate were awarded another penalty and again Paul Walsh took the penalty kick and put the team on top to 5-6. 

Collegiate then conceded two further penalties, with Prenton kicking the ball straight through the middle of the posts giving them the lead at 11-6 with 5 minutes to go. With only 5 point between the two teams, Collegiate pressed for the win, it was a valiant attempt but due to poor handling and overlaps not being used the pressure was not utilised and it saw Prenton winning the first game of the season at 11-6. 

It was very difficult choosing MOM for this game; new boy Phil Winterton had a fantastic half, he put some of the hardest tackles of all the game leaving the opposition players gasping for air on the ground. This week's MOM is Dom Laverty, he had several great runs and it's well deserved. 

It was a well fought game and Collegiate did not deserve to lose their first league game 2010-2011 especially with it being such a close game. There is a lot of great potential within the Collegiate 3rd team and are determined to bounce back in style and have a successful season.

