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Liverpool Collegiate Junior/ Mini Rugby Club
This last season has by far been the most successful for us and it is a result of all the hard work put in by  everyone involved, the committee, coaches ,volunteers, parents , supporters and players.

This is my first year as chairman and it has brought some very challenging situations, both within our own section and also dealing with other parties. I like to allow people to fulfill their individual roles within our committee structure without dictating to them , mainly due to the full and total support of Steve Lambert as  secretary and junior co-ordinator, and John Leight as RFU membership sec and mini co-ordinator. Both have been quietly efficient in fulfilling their own roles whilst also assisting me in dealing with other issues, many thanks to you both. 

We have a strong, committed and well-run committee and we all have the overall objective of providing the very best rugby for our young players.

Our playing numbers are high and facilities at Liverpool Cricket club are at full stretch which has meant us using and exploring other options;

1. We have secured Heron Eccles as a Sunday training area and are negotiating to have at least 1, hopefully 2 pitches as part of a £1.5 million  development there.

2. We have used St Margarets school pitches on many Sunday mornings for matches and have also played on the Mossley Hill pitch with their kind permission.

3. There is a new RDO (Rugby Development Officer)  Mark Sutcliffe in Merseyside and we have asked him to approach Liverpool University regarding using their Wyncote site. 

4.There will shortly be a pitch on the prom near the police ground, an area we now use for training when our own facility is not available, but we feel it is not a viable option for our mini/midi players .
We have been at Liverpool Cricket Club now for 11 years and the junior/mini section has grown from nothing to being one of the premier clubs in the county of Lancashire.

There has been some unrest regarding our relationship with the main (Liverpool Cricket) club with some people feeling we are not particularly welcome and treated unfairly with the playing and training space allocation. When we joined the cricket club we came with 2 senior teams and there was no mini/junior rugby at all. We now run 10 teams from u7 to u16 as well as 2 colts teams, 3 mens senior teams and a ladies team. This has been a massive effort by everyone and the main committee at the club has always being very supportive of our section.

As a multi-sport club there is bound to be some conflicts of interest but overall I believe we have been treated fairly by the committee, and we have had particularly good support from the grounds committee headed up by Philip Dunkley.

As a big section our needs are great and it a constant challenge to satisfy them, sometimes it gets a bit frustrating but with everyone’s support and positive attitude to any challenges, we will continue with our success and grow even stronger. 

Cost of playing is always an issue but I believe that £35 and £45 for minis and juniors respectively next season is cheap when you look at the facilities on offer. The pleasure gained from watching young players enjoying themselves whilst keeping fit and learning to be disciplined and have respect, to me is priceless. We offer that to our young players and with everyones support will continue to do so for very many years to come.




Yours in Rugby






Rob 
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